
SUPPORTING OUR 
CHILDREN TO LOVE 
READING
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS  ABOUT THE READING PROCESS



WHY HELP WITH READING AT OUR SCHOOL?

• "This is one of the highlights of my week, I enjoy interacting with the pupils and seeing them get excited by books 

we read together. They enjoy picking new books each week and their reading has steadily improved and become 

more expressive." Quote taken from Coram Beanstalk Creating Readers Charity. 

• Reading with our children is both rewarding for you and the children.  These are just some of the 

benefits:

• The children will have dedicated one to one time outside of the classroom with a trusted adult 

• They will improve their reading attainment and engagement across all areas of the curriculum

• They will develop a love of reading by sharing brilliant books and conversations with their reading helper

• They will improve their confidence and self-esteem





Understanding

(Comprehension)

• Finding information on the page.

• Being able to find information that is not on

the page. Looking for clues.

• Thinking about situations and predicting

what might happen.

• Putting yourself in a character’s shoes and

understanding what is going on from their

viewpoint.

• Book talk to make your child think.

Phonics and Word Recognition



HOW CAN WE HELP OUR CHILDREN LEARN TO 
READ?

• Use phonics first. What sound does the word begin with? Can you say the sounds in the 

word? Blend them together.

• Read to the end of the sentence. What would make sense?

• What is the text about – what might fit here?

• Does it sound right?

• Look at the picture. Does it help?







These are the KS2 skills 

in reading. On the 

following slide, we can 

see the type of 

questions that can be 

used to support our KS1 

children.



These are useful 

bookmarks for parents to 

have whilst reading with 

children.  As you can see, 

the ‘s’ stands for 

sequencing and not 

summarising as it does in 

KS2.



Questions for KS1 and KS2







WHAT WILL A 10 MINUTE READING SESSION LOOK 
LIKE?

• Ask the child to tell you where they are up to in the story/what has happened so far OR 

if it is a new book, warm it up by looking at the cover and blurb etc.

• Ask the child to start reading (using picture clues first if necessary).

• Use VIPERS prompt questions to dig deeper (a teacher may ask you to focus on one 

particular element of VIPERS.

• Record on teacher's sheet the name of child you have read with, book / page and 

anything relevant to the focus. Date and sign their reading record if the child is in 

Reception or Key Stage 1.



ANY QUESTIONS?

• Please take a look at the books we are reading in Reception and KS1. These are from our 

new Phonics scheme, Phonics Shed.

• The children are encouraged to choose a book for pleasure as well as for learning to 

read so if you have time, ask them about their other book.

• If you are reading with children from KS2, they may not have a reading scheme book but 

one that has been best matched to their reading ability and their interests.


